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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Epiphany 2 

Sunday, January 17th, 2021 

 
Prelude 

 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

 If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

 Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin  

 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 (Silence is kept for reflection and self examination.) 

 

 Most merciful God, 

 have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with our whole 

 heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and 

 so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ 

 our light and our truth. Amen.  

 

 With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,  

 forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.  

 Thanks be to God! 

 

Gathering Song: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” #310 

 Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

 manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

 branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.  
 
 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding guest in thy Godhead manifest; 

 manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine; 

 anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest.  
 
 Manifest in making whole weakened body, fainting soul; 

 manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might; 

 manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill: 

 anthems be to addressed, God in flesh made manifest.  
 
 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, present in thy holy word; 

 grace to imitate thee now and be pure, as pure art though; 

 that we might become like thee at thy great epiphany, 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, God in flesh made manifest.  

 
Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

   And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day   

Let us pray...Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, \day 

by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen.  

 

Special Music: “We Three Kings” by J. Hopkins, arr. B. Kinyon-Bells of St. John’s 

 

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days;  

visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 

see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 

am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So 

he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I 

am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know 

the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third 

time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came 

and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is  

listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears 

of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 

house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the  

iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I 

swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell 

the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was 

it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from 

me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is 

the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of 

his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 

prophet of the Lord. 

 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down, 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
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For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

    that I know very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, 

    when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

    all the days that were formed for me, 

    when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 

I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

    I come to the end—I am still with you. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not 

be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy 

both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 

body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 

Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, 

“The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! 

Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you 

not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you 

are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.  
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Gospel Reading 

Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 

about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 

said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no  

deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig 

tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of  

Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  

 

Response after the conclusion:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon: “Nathaniel’s Story For Time’s Such As These” 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Will You Come and Follow Me” #798 

 Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 
 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

 Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
 
 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

 Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same? 

 Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

 and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
 Will you love the you you hide if I  but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 

 through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.  

 Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  

 In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.  

 Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Prayer Response (Each portion of the prayers ends with these words.) 

 Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great.  

 

Lords Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,   

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

 May God bless and keep us.  

 May God’s face shine on us and be gracious. 

 May God look on us with favor and give us peace.  

 Amen.  

 

Hymn (please see next page) 
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Dismissal 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: for our church as we celebrate 125 years of ministry, Vickie Alpiner, Joyce Shields, 

the hope of a new year, Devon McGee, Mark and Marina Dotson as they help a former orphan who is  

experiencing health struggles, Billy Hansen, Steve Crosby, Marlys Mattfeldt, Carl Mattfeldt, Carol Anderson, 

Emma Rose Plute, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, Mike Doig, for the families of all who have died because of 

racism, poverty, and Covid-19, for law enforcement, Patsy Buckingham, Greg Johnson, Luken Kestrel, Jeff 

Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, Hazel Aasved, Rosita Moe, Nancy 

Justus, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes,  

Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are alone, for those who suffer from  

depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who seek health and wholeness 

 

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Milo Aasved, Bev Ford, Ellen Livers, Sally Miller, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer, Maury Knutson,  

Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Phillip Kerr  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

 

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Dodie Walsh, Organ 

Connie Conley, Choir Director & Cantor 

Gretchen Mundinger, Cantor 

Cliff Roessner, Lector 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts,  

and for live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 2021 

Our congregational annual meeting will take place virtually following the worship service on  

Sunday, January 31st. Thank you for submitting your reports on time. If you still need to submit your  

report please call the office. Reports will be available to download from our website and hard copies will be 

available in the church office beginning the week of January 25th.  

 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL KITS 

New kits went out this week to our youth through 6th grade. Make sure to check your mail and tune in next 

week! 

 

ORNAMENTS STILL AVAILABLE 

We still have 125th Anniversary commemorative ornaments available for pick-up. They are in a box outside 

of the church office.  

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY ON MONDAY NIGHTS 

Our virtual bible study will continue in the new year and it isn’t too late to join the discussion!  Let Bing and 

Mary know so they can send you the link to join the zoom meeting. bingcroz@yahoo.com  

 

UPCOMING FLBC RETREATS & EVENTS 

Visit https://flbc.net/annual-programming/  to learn more about our year-round programming and to find  

additional COVID-19 related information.  

Summer 2021 Staff Application Open! We are excited to assemble a team of talented, dedicated, and overall 

wonderful people to provide a summer of awesome ministry in 2021! Visit https://flbc.net/employment/ to 

learn more and to apply.  
 
Summer 2021 Volunteer Application is now open to ALL adults (Montana residents and out-of-state volun-

teers). Help us make it a great summer! https://flbc.net/donate-volunteer/#volunteer 
  
Tea Party - "It's all about God's love!"-February 13, 2021 2-4pm, $10/person 

Grandparents, guardians, parents, bring your kiddos to a Valentine’s Day “Tea Party!” All ages are welcome; 

our programming will focus on children ages 4-10.   
 
Adult Spirituality Retreat-April 18-20, 2021 (Sun - Tues), $165/person 

Join us for a few days focusing on the theme "Shepherd Me, O God" with Pastor Brenda Satrum! 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY GIVING FOR JANUARY 

Social Ministry has determined that Family Promise will receive our benevolence and social ministry offer-

ings for the month of January. As you may recall, St. John’s took first place in last year’s Comfort Food Chal-

lenge by collecting over $2500 for Family Promise. Although we cannot attend the Comfort Food Challenge 

this year, we can still collect money for this worthy cause.  You can mail in your offerings to the church office 

and indicate “Family Promise”.  


