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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
May 9th , 2021 

Easter 6 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Helena, Montana 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 Christ is Risen! 

 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #631 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter ev’ry trembling heart.  
 

Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev’ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.  
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.  

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.  
 

Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise!  
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Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen.  

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,  

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

   And also with you.  
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Canticle of Praise-Verses 1 and 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day   

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts 

such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all 

we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  
 
Special Music:  

“Peace Like a River with Kumbaya” arr. J.A Shafferman-St. John’s Sanctuary Choir 
 

Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 

said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days.   

 God is still speaking.  

 Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 98 

O sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have gotten him victory. 

The Lord has made known his victory; 

    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who live in it. 

Let the floods clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 

obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 

the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who be-

lieves that Jesus is the Son of God? Testimony concerning the Son of God. This is the one who came 

by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the 

Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 God is still speaking. 

 Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading 
 
 The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter beginning with the 9th verse.  

 Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, 

you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  

I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is do-

ing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving 

you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 

 Response after the conclusion:  This is the Good news. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Children’s Time 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Loves Me!” #595 verses 1-2 

Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong.  

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.  
 

Jesus loves me! he who died heaven’s gates to open wide; 

he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.  

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.  
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Sermon: “Dearly Beloved, Love!” 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Loves Me!” #595 verse 3 

Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; 

when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.  

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 
Prayer Response—Sung before and after each prayer 

Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord make us whole: 

peace to all people, hope for each soul.  

God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.  

 

Sharing of the Peace  
(...Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19)) 

 As Christ welcomed everyone, let us open our hearts and lives and be like Christ to everyone 

 we meet. The peace of the Lord be with you, 

 And also with you.  
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Words of Institution 
 
Lords Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Invitation 

 The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.  
(Those at home take...take and eat...this is the body and blood of Christ given for you. We celebrate open communion and 

all who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of Christ in communion. Those who  

prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are 

available. Please space yourselves out as you come up and cleanse your hands with sanitizer before communing.)  
 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 Well spring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  

 Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses,  

 that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.  
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Announcements  

 

Special Guest Marly Kendrick from Florence Crittenton 

 

Blessing 

 May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

 The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

 Amen.  

 

Sending Hymn: “When We Are Living” #639 

When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 

and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord 

Both in our living and in our dying, 

we belong to God, we belong to God.  
 

‘Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain, 

when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace, 

whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing, 

we belong to God, we belong to God. 
 

Across this wide world, we shall always find 

those who are crying with no peace of mind; 

and when we help them, or when we feed them,  

we belong to God, we belong to God. 

 

Dismissal 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

Postlude 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
 

In our prayers this week: for the gift of Mothers and all of the women in our lives, Anne Hilchen. 

Karen Kmet, Ray Middlestead, Pr. Schilcher, Betty Dotson, Tom Morrow, Bill & Jeannette Mattfeldt, 

Katherine Harris, Brian Foster, Ron Adams, Keith Swenson, Jolene Kelsey, Rueben, Cory Clausen, 

Pr. Randy Olson, Georgine Larson, Vickie Alpiner, Joyce Shields, Emma Rose Plute, Matt Annen, 

Lindsay Annen, Patsy Buckingham, Greg Johnson, Luken Kestrel, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, 

John Shields, Hazel Aasved, Rosita Moe, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris 

Gibbs, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those 

who are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all 

who seek health and wholeness 

 

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Pr. Cliff Gronneberg, Pr. Barb Westhoff, Hales Scalese, Michael Doig, Maurice Knutson, Jay Mayer, 

Holter Smith, Sharon Petitt, Marlene Swenson, Doris Crider, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Marge Mihelish, Phillip Kerr  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

   Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

 

 

Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Dodie Walsh, Organ 

Connie Conley, Choir Director & Cantor 

Gretchen Mundinger, Cantor 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

 

 

Cliff Roessner, Lector 

Jens and Alta Mae Jensen, Communion Servers 

Cliff and Linda Roessner, Communion Servers 

Mait Board, Mildred Twingley,  

Jennifer Wintersteen, Karen Gardiner, 

Altar Guild 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
TODAY WE CELEBRATE ALL OF THE WOMEN IN OUR LIVES! 

We thank God for the gift of Mother’s and for all of the women who make a difference in our lives. 

Please take a flower with you as you leave today as a small token of our gratitude.  

 

WELCOME MARLY KENDRICK 

We warmly welcome Marly Kendrick from Florence Crittenton this morning. During our service 

she will share updates on this important ministry in our community.  

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY ON MONDAY NIGHTS 

Virtual Bible Study meets on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. Each week we discuss one or more of 

the lessons for next Sunday. All are welcome. Please contact Bing Crosby -  bingcroz@yahoo.com – 

to receive the link for the Zoom meeting. 
 
The lessons for Sunday, May 16 are:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; and, John 17:6-19. 
 
Next Sunday’s gospel reading is a portion of Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. Jesus has made God’s 

name known among us. Jesus intercedes with the Father on our behalf. Jesus prays that we would 

be protected from the evil one. Jesus prays that, by God’s Word, we will be made holy. Conversa-

tion will consider what it means for us that God answers Jesus’ prayer. What are the challenges that 

we experience because we are in the world but “do not belong to the world”?  How are these  

challenges made a little easier because Jesus prays on our behalf? 

 

ALTAR GUILD MEETING 

We will have a short Altar Guild Meeting next Sunday, May 16th following worship in the sanctu-

ary.  

 

RECYLING UPDATE 

For the past few years we have been collecting aluminum cans and this program will end on  

May 31st. We thank you for faithfully dropping off your cans and for helping us to add some extra 

money into our boiler fund.  

 

CRAFT SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR VBS/DAY CAMP 

Our team has been hard at working brainstorming fun craft ideas for our upcoming VBS/

DAY CAMP and we could use the following supplies: 

 

flat, small rocks (the size of your palm) 

Sharpie markers (various colors) 

60 tin cans (clean, labels removed, soup size) 

embroidery floss (all colors) 

Crayola Markers 

Colored Pencils 

 

Please drop off all supplies in the office. Thank you!  
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VBS/DAY CAMP JUNE 21-15….IN PERSON! 

We are delighted to have IN PERSON Day Camp/VBS with FLBC and New Life this year! Join us 

for exciting worship, engaging bible study, lots of outdoor time, community building games, and a 

week of fun with the counselors from FLBC! Even if you can only make a portion of the week we 

would love to have you join us! 
 
Who: Kids ages 4-Kindergarten & Kids entering 1st Grade and through 6th Grade 

When: June 21-25 daily from 9:00 am-1:30 pm 

Cost: $50 for the week 

IMPORTANT! Pre-registration is required this year!! Call/e-mail the church office to save a spot.  
 
We will have opportunities for volunteers! We especially need people to help with crafts and to 

keep our building sanitized every day. Please speak with Gretchen for more details.  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR MAY 

Florence Crittenton is a trauma responsive, relationship based organization that provides family-

centered support during critical times. Through a comprehensive continuum of services their pro-

grams include mental health services, substance use recovery, parenting education, childcare and 

preschool and access to community supports. They believe that children should accompany their 

parents to  treatment and that a family centered treatment approach is most effective in building a 

lasting foundation for young families. Please place your offering in the pew offering envelopes and 

check the “Social Ministry” box, donate online via our website, or mail in your check to the church 

office.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD….. 

Tuesday, May 11th: Noon-Finance Meeting 

    1:00 PM-WELCA Business Meeting 

Sunday, May 16th:  Altar Guild Meeting following worship 

Sunday, May 23rd: Pentecost, Senior Sunday, Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting     

Monday, May 31st: Memorial Day-Office Closed, last day to recycle aluminum cans 

                

 

 

 


