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SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

August 30, 2020-Pentecost 13 
**Please respond with the words in bold print.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE: Favorite Hymn Sing 
 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  

Amen.  
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have neglected to nurture the new growth you cause to sprout among us. 

We have failed to protect those tender and vulnerable in faith  

from the choking weeds of our indifference and inflexibility. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, rededicate us, and compel us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Please join in on the refrain and singing the responses in the verses with the cantor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray...O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 

your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  
  
SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Give Them All To Jesus”-Pastor Brad Ulgenes 
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WORD 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Lord, you understand; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on my persecutors. You are long-

suffering—do not take me away; think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. When your words 

came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, Lord God Al-

mighty. I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry with them; I sat alone because 

your hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unending and my 

wound grievous and incurable? You are to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that fails. There-

fore this is what the Lord says: “If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve me; if you utter 

worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must 

not turn to them. I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 

against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to rescue and save you,” declares 

the Lord. “I will save you from the hands of the wicked and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 26:1-8 

Vindicate me, O Lord, 

    for I have walked in my integrity, 

    and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 

Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 

    test my heart and mind. 

For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 

    and I walk in faithfulness to you. 

I do not sit with the worthless, 

    nor do I consort with hypocrites; 

I hate the company of evildoers, 

    and will not sit with the wicked. 

I wash my hands in innocence, 

    and go around your altar, O Lord, 

singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 

    and telling all your wondrous deeds. 

O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 

    and the place where your glory abides. 

 

Romans 12:9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affec-

tion; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Re-

joice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; ex-

tend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone 

evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of  
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God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  No, “if your enemies are 

hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter beginning with the 21st verse.  

Glory to you, oh Lord.  
 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 

great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  

You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny them-

selves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 

world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to 

come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 

done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son 

of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME #798 verses 1-3 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love shown, will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

MESSAGE: “The Cross in Times of Suffering”  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME #798 verses 4-5 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you.  

Share a sign of peace or pray for peace. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

May God, whose power working in us  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,  

grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  

Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN (next page) 
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SENDING HYMN 

Congregation sings the refrain, cantor sings a verse, congregation sings the refrain again 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

All of God’s beautiful children said… 

Amen! 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: Nancy McCoskery, Ray Beaver, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, Mike Doig, 

for the families of all who have died because of racism, poverty, and Covid-19, for law enforcement, 

Mary Ann Parvinen, Steve Sarstad, Patsy Buckingham, Judith Sterling, Greg Johnson, Luken  

Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, 

Hazel Aasved, Kelly Harris, Chris Waugh, Rosita Moe, Gordy and Nancy Justus, Luke Almas,  

Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Dave Hanson 

(Mildred Twingley’s Son-in-Law), Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who 

are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who 

seek health and wholeness 

  

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Harriet Brown (sister of Erma Polich) , Marilyn Metropoulos, Carol Schnabel (pastor’s cousin),  

Beth Tait, Audrey Anderson, Walter Etzberger (the father of Ela Shields), Mike Blessinger,  

Pete Tyanich, Faye Terrio, Bob Hanson, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Sally Miller, Ada Harlen, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Violet Kerr (Janice Lari-

son’s aunt), Phillip Kerr (Janice Larison’s brother)  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

  

Prayer for Social Justice: Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every  

human heart; that that barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, 

and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Dodie Walsh, Organist 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Rebekah French, Lector 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts,  

and for live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  

CARDS4KIDS 

At this time of year I usually bring general assortment cards from the CARDS 4 KIDS ministry to 

church. They include birthday, get well, sympathy, thank you, anniversary and a few other 

themes. Since we are "socially distancing" I am leaving a few baskets of cards inside the Narthex for 

you to browse through at your leisure. An envelope for checks will be set aside or in the drawer. All 

cards are 50cents apiece or (10/$5.00).  Please make out your checks to St. John's Lutheran Church 

and place "Cards 4 Kids on the memo line. CARDS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR SALE THIS SUN-

DAY THRU LABOR DAY WEEKEND! Many thanks for your donations of cards, envelopes and 

stickers...they are really appreciated!!   

JANICE LARISON 

CARDS 4 KIDS 

 

VIRTUAL NAMI WALK 

St. John’s will be participating in the NAMI Walk this fall on Sunday, September 20th. This year the 

walk will be virtual and you walk around your block. If you could help with registration Pastor 

Brad would really appreciate it! For more information speak with Pastor Brad, email him at  

pastor@helenastjohns.org or text him at 406-390-4721.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN’S 

Pastor Brad will be serving the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month at the end of wor-

ship as you exit the building as well as hosting “drive-through” communion that day following our 

worship service.  We will also host “drive-through” communion Thursdays from 12:15 p.m.-1:15 

p.m. in front of the church.  

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY: CHANGE OF DAY! 

The Virtual Bible Study has moved to Monday nights.  We have one more lesson on Mark (which 

have been excellent).  Moving to Matthew which also has four lessons. Join us, let Bing and Mary 

know in order to send you a link. bingcroz@yahoo.com  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR AUGUST 

The Social Ministry cause for the month of August is Bob’s Pantry. Unfortunately, we have had to 

cancel our annual Brunch on the Lawn fundraiser for Bob’s Pantry as St Johns must follow the Lew-

is and Clark Public Health guidelines. Even while students are home and working remotely, Helena 

Middle School counselors and Bob’s Pantry are making sure to provide items for families in need. 

Monetary donations can be mailed, dropped off or placed in the special pew envelopes made paya-

ble to St Johns (in lieu of collecting food and school supply items this year); we will also apply for a 

Thrivent Matching Funds Grant. Thank you for making social ministry outreach donations for Bob’s 

Pantry in August. St Johns is working together to help ensure Helena Middle School can directly 

provide most needed items for families in our local community.  

 

mailto:bingcroz@yahoo.com

