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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

September 20, 2020-Pentecost 16 
Worship Insert 

 
LITURGY: Chosen People (yellow worship booklet) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgement, and train us to embody the  

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

  

SPECIAL MUSIC:  “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” arr. Dennis Alexander 

              Angela Conley, piano and Connie Conley, piano 

 

WORD 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 

the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very  

displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this 

what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I 

knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 

ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me 

to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the 

city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 

waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come 

up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very hap-

py about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 

bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for 

me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And 

he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 

which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in 

a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 

a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 

many animals?” 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 145:1-8 

I will extol you, my God and King, 

    and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you, 

    and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

    his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall laud your works to another, 

    and shall declare your mighty acts. 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 

    and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 

    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Philippians 1:21-30 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 

me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better;  but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I 

am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and 

joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 

again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striv-

ing side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your  

opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s 

doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffer-

ing for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I 

still have. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel 

 

John 6:1-14 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter beginning with the first verse.  

Glory to you, oh Lord.  
 
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large 

crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up 

the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 

near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 

are we to buy bread for these people to eat?”  
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He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six 

months’ wage would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, An-

drew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 

fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there 

was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took 

the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 

fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the frag-

ments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of 

the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw 

the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 

world.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  

 

Hymn of the Day: “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service” #712 

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 
 
Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul 

by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.  
 
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.  
 
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.  

 

Sermon: Pastor Jessie Obrecht 

 

Hymn after Sermon: “We Are A Chosen People of God” (Chosen People Liturgy Booklet) 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: for lands that are burning and flooding for those working to keep us safe, 

Nancy McCoskery, Ray Beaver, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, Mike Doig, for the families of all who 

have died because of racism, poverty, and Covid-19, for law enforcement, Steve Sarstad, Patsy 

Buckingham, Judith Sterling, Greg Johnson, Luken Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy 

Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, Hazel Aasved, Kelly Harris, Chris Waugh, 

Rosita Moe, Gordy and Nancy Justus, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, 

Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Dave Hanson (Mildred Twingley’s Son-in-Law), Lester Anderson, 

the children at Intermountain, for those who are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the 

homeless in our community, and for all who seek health and wholeness 

  

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Mary Ann Parvinen, Harriet Brown (sister of Erma Polich) , Marilyn Metropoulos, Carol Schnabel 

(pastor’s cousin), Beth Tait, Audrey Anderson, Walter Etzberger (the father of Ela Shields), Mike 

Blessinger, Pete Tyanich, Faye Terrio, Bob Hanson, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Sally Miller, Ada Harlen, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Violet Kerr (Janice Lari-

son’s aunt), Phillip Kerr (Janice Larison’s brother)  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

  

Prayer for Social Justice: Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every  

human heart; that that barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, 

and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht, Preaching & Presiding 

Gretchen Mundinger, Piano & Organ 

Teresa Kinley, Banjo 

Jason Slead, Bass 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Rebekah French, Lector 

Shirley Hautzinger, Altar Guild 



 5 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts,  

and for live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  

WELCOME PASTOR JESSIE OBRECHT 

We warmly welcome Pastor Jessie Obrecht today! Pr. Obrecht serves Grace Lutheran and St. Paul  

Lutheran Church in Fairfield, Montana. She is also the Montana Synod ELCA World Hunger Coordi-

nator and serves as one of their writers and event coordinators. ELCA World Hunger is one of the  

ministries we regularly support and they are one of the five ministries in our 125th Anniversary  

benevolence drive. Thank you Pr. Obrecht for sharing today about ELCA World Hunger’s important 

work in our communities and in the world.  
 

EVENING CIRCLE-TUESDAY 9/22 AT 6:00 P.M. 

WELCA women will have a Joint Circle and business meeting Sept. 22 at 6 p.m. in the church   

Fellowship Hall/Guild Room. Bring your Bible, Gather Sept. magazine and personal drink. A short 

meeting to appoint a nominating committee will occur before we start our Bible study.    
 

CONFIRMATION NEXT SUNDAY 

We are celebrating the confirmation of 5 of our students next Sunday, September 27th during the 9:30 

am service. We are excited to celebrate Honora Tetrault, Kai Moser, Isaac McNally, Sam Fitterer, and 

Jack Taylor!  
 

PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED 

We are down to 6 prayer shawls in our stash. If you are able to make more and bring them to church 

it would be greatly appreciated. We have yarn at church if you need some. If you have questions 

please call the office or speak with Shirley Hautzinger.  
 

QUILTERS 

The quilters will begin work on Wednesday, October 7th at 9:00 am until noon. This year we will sit 1 

per table and coffee break will be at your table. Please bring the following: your mask, your own mug 

and extra coffee if you wish and your own snack. Hope to see you there! Gods Work, Our Hands—

Linda & Mildred 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN’S 

Pastor Brad will be serving the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month at the end of worship 

as you exit the building as well as hosting “drive-through” communion that day following our  

worship service.   
 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY: CHANGE OF DAY! 

The Virtual Bible Study has moved to Monday nights.  We have one more lesson on Mark (which 

have been excellent).  Moving to Matthew which also has four lessons. Join us, let Bing and Mary 

know in order to send you a link. bingcroz@yahoo.com  
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER 

The Social Ministry special offering for September will be ELCA World Hunger. Pastor Jessie Obrecht 

from Fairfield will be guest preaching at St. Johns on Sunday, September 20th, as the Montana Synod 

ELCA World Hunger coordinator and she will be available to answer any questions you ma y 

have. Please send in your offerings or place your offerings in the pew envelopes and check the social 

ministry box.  
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