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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

Sunday, November 15th, 2020 

Pentecost 24 

 
PRELUDE: “Concerto in B-dur, Movements 2 &4” by Tommaso Albinoni, arr. Jeffrey Stone 

South Hills Brass 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Take My Life, That I May Be” #685 

Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.  
 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  
 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; 

take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.  
 
Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.  
 
Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.  

Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  
 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: p. 94 in the ELW 
 
WORSHIP LITURGY: Setting 3, p. 138 in the ELW 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that 

we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of 

your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Rhosymedre”  by Ralph Vaughan-Williams, arr. Lawrence David Eden 
South Hills Brass 

 

WORD 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 

he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 

people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do 

good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though 

they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink 

wine from them. The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast;  
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the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of 

wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a 

day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and 

against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 

blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 

flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s 

wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will 

make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 90:1-12 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

    in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

    or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn us back to dust, 

    and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 

For a thousand years in your sight 

    are like yesterday when it is past, 

    or like a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away; they are like a dream, 

    like grass that is renewed in the morning; 

in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

    in the evening it fades and withers. 

For we are consumed by your anger; 

    by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 

You have set our iniquities before you, 

    our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

    our years come to an end like a sigh. 

The days of our life are seventy years, 

    or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 

even then their span is only toil and trouble; 

    they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

Who considers the power of your anger? 

    Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. 

So teach us to count our days 

    that we may gain a wise heart. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 

the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 

them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, 

are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and  

children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 

but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 

drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith 

and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for ob-

taining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 

asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 

you are doing.  
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter, beginning with the 14th verse 

Glory to you, oh Lord.  
 
Matthew 25:14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them;  to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 

talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 

his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 

them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, say-

ing, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said 

to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two tal-

ents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 

more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trust-

worthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your mas-

ter.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 

you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 

did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 

the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 

talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 

given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 

will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” #674 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.  
 
Refrain: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound!  

    Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound!  
 
Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. (refrain) 
 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

give us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere! (refrain)  
 
SERMON:  “America’s God’s Got Talents! 
 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you.  

Share a sign of peace or pray for peace. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  “As Saints of Old” #695 

As saints of old their first-fruits brought of orchard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 

so we today first-fruits would bring, the wealth of this good land,  

of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.  
 
A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give; 

to make our life an offering to God, that all may live. 

The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true: 

a world redeemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.  
 
In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.  

 

DISMISSAL 

 

POSTLUDE: “Just A Closer Walk With Thee” trad., arr. Zack Smith 

South Hills Brass 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: for our church as we celebrate 125 years of ministry, Steve Crosby, 

Marlys Mattfeldt, Carl Mattfeldt, Carol Anderson, Emma Rose Plute, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, 

Mike Doig, for the families of all who have died because of racism, poverty, and Covid-19, for law 

enforcement, Patsy Buckingham, Judith Sterling, Greg Johnson, Luken Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, 

Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, Hazel Aasved, Kelly  

Harris, Rosita Moe, Nancy Justus, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, 

Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are 

alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who 

seek health and wholeness 

 

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Gordan Justus, Carol Alpiner, Ada Harlan, Todd Ruedisili, Denise Pennington, Eunice Mattfeldt,  

Nancy McCoskery, Bessie Schwarting, Dave Hanson, Rick Forrest, Ray Beaver, Steve Sarstad,  

and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Sally Miller, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Phillip Kerr  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart; that that barriers 

dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, and that, with our divisions 

healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Dodie Walsh, Organ 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Gretchen Mundinger, Lector 

South Hills Brass 

Fred Collins & Shaun Deola, Trumpet 

Laura McDonald, Horn 

Joe Michaletz, Trombone 

Tom Mazanec, Tuba 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts,  

and for live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  

WORSHIP UPDATES 

Church Council met on Tuesday, October 20th and decided that due to the rising Covid-19 numbers  in 

our community we are going to move to online only worship beginning November 1st. Drawn to the 

Word has been postponed to 2021. Please continue to call the church office and check our Facebook page 

for updates.  

 

COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you would like a visit from Pastor and for him to bring you communion at home please call the office.  

 

CARDS 4 KIDS CHRISTMAS CARD PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX  

OF THE CHURCH FOR THE ENTIRE MONTH OF NOVEMBER!!!    

Packages of 15 cards are $5 apiece with ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO OUR YOUTH PROGRAMS FOR 

2021.  Cards packages are an assortment of secular and religious themes, handmade and unique.  Please 

make checks out to St. John's Lutheran Church. Thank you for all your support for this ministry for our 

kids!  Questions.....give me a call at 443-6451 or an e-mail at larrylarison@rocketmail.com 

JANICE LARISON 

CARDS 4 KIDS 

 

COFFEE DRIVE FOR VETS 

Help local Scout Troop 212 give back to our Montana veterans by donating a can of coffee, creamer, or 

cups to help stock the VA hospital with coffee for our vets waiting for services. Donations can be made 

at Walmart at any register or dropped off at the money center in the store. Heritage Foods in East Hele-

na will also accept donations too. Our own Evan Ceaicovschi’s Eagle Scout project this year was to build 

a shed out at Fort Harrison to hold all of the donations because last year they didn’t have enough space 

to for the over 1300 cans of coffee donated. What an inspiring way to give back and way to go Evan! 

Let’s help fill up that shed! The drive is from November 11th-November 17th.  

 

TECH HELP NEEDED 

Are you interested in computers and social media? Would you like to help out with streaming our ser-

vice? Angela is looking for another person with computer knowledge and a willingness to learn sound 

and streaming specific technology to help out when she is gone. Please contact her at  

ange.m.conley@gmail.com or call/text 406-461-2584 if interested. 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED 

We are down to 6 prayer shawls in our stash. If you are able to make more and bring them to church it 

would be greatly appreciated. We have yarn at church if you need some. If you have questions please 

call the office or speak with Shirley Hautzinger.  

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY ON MONDAY NIGHTS 

The Virtual Bible Study has moved to Monday nights. Join us, let Bing and Mary know so they can send 

you the link to join the meeting. bingcroz@yahoo.com  
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SOCIAL MINSTRY OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER-INTERMOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S HOME 

At times like these, providing Hope & Healing means more than ever. This is why Intermountain’s mis-

sional work providing Hope & Healing to over 1,200 children, youth, and families every day will not 

stop. To ensure our care for those who need it most continues as we navigate around the coronavirus 

(COVID-19), Intermountain’s family of 260 professionals continue to provide greater access to care 

through: Expanded teletherapy platforms, Greater resources for parents and guardians to help them 

continue healing at home, Total community focus through our partnerships with school districts, com-

munity health partners, and Montana health monitoring organizations. St. John’s has partnered with 

Intermountain in the past by providing counselors from FLBC to lead a study and activities for an after-

noon, we led a week long VBS onsite for the children, and our Youth Director Gretchen Mundinger was 

their guest speaker at the Valentine’s Day Tea this year. This is a ministry that is near and dear to our 

hearts. Please consider making a Social Ministry donation in November to Intermountain. You can mail 

in your donations to the church or mark the pew offering envelope.  


