
Page One 

 

 

VBS DAY CAMP 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Herald 
July 2021 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church~Helena, Montana 

“Growing in grace, walking by faith, serving in love” 

Thank you to all of our wonderful VBS/Day Camp Volunteers!  

Thank you to Jeannie Kieckbusch, Betty Olaf, Kate Lee, Bella Slocum, Teresa Kinley, The Field 

family, Ron & Deanne Stegmann, Willie & Anne Langdji, Rebekah French, Pr. Brad and Elaine 

Ulgenes,  Pr. Halcyon Bjornstad, Ron & Linda Mosness, Kayla Forseth, Thrivent and Autumn 

Keller, Susan Hammell and Yahtzee, Shannon and Katie, FLBC and their incredible staff,  

and the wonderful members of St. John’s & New Life.   
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BRAD: The False Teaching of Christian Nationalism 
 The celebration of the 4th of July this year after being isolated by the pandemic is going to be a won-

derful time of getting together with family and friends. We have much to celebrate as a country. We have 

been blessed as a nation with freedom and liberties that are envied around the world.  

 Patriotism is the love of country. Patriotism can be good when we as citizens lift up American values 

which honors the rights of all people, such as stated in The Declaration of Independence, which eloquently 

asserts, “We hold these Truths to be self- evident, that Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among those are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.”  

 Today there is an extreme perversion of patriotism being espoused by some Christians which is called 

Christian Nationalism.  Christian nationalists assert that American was founded as a Christian nation and 

that the government should take active steps to keep it that way. They see the American political system as a 

means by which God’s kingdom spreads.   

 But, Dr. Ross Phares, at Rice University, says there is a misconception that America was settled by 

church devotees seeking religious freedom. He says of the hundred immigrants aboard the Mayflower only 

12 belonged to the first New England Church. In 1760 only one New Englander out of eight was a church 

member. Church historian William Sweet said of the early days of the country that “There came to be more 

unchurched people in America, in proportion to the population, than was found in any country in Christen-

dom.”  

 Some Christians believe that the Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

are divinely inspired documents and sacred documents giving us sacred rights.  I believe that many of the 

Founding Fathers received inspiration from God for some of their historic work, but I and most Lutheran 

scholars would say that only the Bible is truly sacred because it reveals the thoughts and will of God culmi-

nating in the giving of Jesus Christ. Sacred means holy, set apart by God, consecrated to God.  When Paul 

says “all authorities are instituted by God” he does not mean all they write is sacred.    

 Christian nationalists often use misuse Biblical language referring to the kingdom of God in describ-

ing our nation, such as saying that the United States is a “city set on a hill, a light to the nations.” Jesus said 

this about the kingdom of God. Still other Christians believe the United States is the New Israel. Jesus was 

referring to the church.   

  The Christian Nationalism movement has grown increasingly characterized by fear and by a belief 

that Christians are victims of persecution. Some are beginning to argue that American Christians need to pre-

pare to fight, physically, to preserve America’s Christian identity, as evidenced by the assault on our nation’s 

capital in January.  

 Lutherans believe Luther’s teachings on the Two Kingdom’s Doctrine. God rules over the whole 

world, the spiritual and temporal realms and Christians live in both kingdoms.  In the kingdom on the right, 

the spiritual kingdom, God’s kingdom comes through the Gospel, to forgive sins, sanctify, and reconcile peo-

ple to God through Christ. God rules the kingdom on the left, the temporal kingdom, through the govern-

ment to restrain evil and order society through just and moral laws. Christians should seek to love their 

neighbors by pursuing justice in the public square, promoting religious liberty, fostering racial justice, pro-

tecting the rule of law, and honoring constitutional processes. 

 Christian Nationalism believes Christians have an obligation, a commission, a holy responsibility to 

reclaim the land for Jesus Christ -- to have dominion in civil structures, just as in every other aspect of life and 

godliness. Lutheran Christians believe God gives us freedom to serve the neighbor and care for the neighbor 

in acts of love and compassion. We are freed from sin and the fear judgment of God, to share and live the 

Gospel in the spiritual kingdom, and freed for service in the earthly kingdom to live as patriotic citizens 

which seeks to serve all people with  justice, humility, truth and love.  

 So celebrate your freedom this Fourth of July! Pastor Brad  
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NEWS AROUND ST. JOHN’S, OUR SYNOD, AND OUR COMMUNITY 
JULY SOCIAL MINISTRY CAUSE-HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

The Social Ministry Committee has chosen Habitat for Humanity to receive our benevolence and 

special offerings for July. The money will be donated to the Helena Area Habitat for Humanity, 

which is part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian principles that seeks 

to put God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope. Helena Area Habitat for 

Humanity is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide through con-

structing, rehabilitating and preserving homes; by advocating for fair and just housing policies; and 

by providing training and access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions. Hab-

itat for Humanity was founded on the conviction that every man, woman and child should have a 

simple, durable place to live in dignity and safety, and that decent shelter in decent communities 

should be a matter of conscience and action for all. Helena Area Habitat for Humanity is taking on a 

huge building goal in September and the team is building 4 houses in 10 days right here in Helena! 

Please make your offerings in the offering envelope and check the social ministry box.  Thank you 

for your support of this important ministry. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

For the year-to-date through May 31, 2021, St. John’s has $108,803 of General Fund contributions 

and $108,772 of General Fund expenses.  Thank you!  In addition, St. John’s received an unexpected 

generous $21,713 bequest from Evelyn Whitesitt (through the ELCA Foundation). 

 

SWIM ‘N’ SUDS @ LAST CHANCE SPLASH PARK-

SAVE THE DATE!  

Saturday, August 7th from 5:15pm to 7:15pm 

Bring your whole family and some friends for 

a FREE night of fellowship and fun in the water. Our  

Redeemer’s, St. John’s and New Life will have the pool 

exclusively for these two hours including the pool, lazy 

river, water slides, diving boards, and splash deck. There 

will be life jackets and lazy river tubes available at no  

additional charge. So, bring your family and friends, a 

picnic dinner and some water or lemonade for an amaz-

ing and free night of fun and fellowship! We will be col-

lecting soaps for God’s Love and Lutheran World Relief Kits. Bring your hotel shampoos and bar 

soaps or any bars of soap or laundry detergent to help those in need! 
 
GRIEF RETREAT AT FLBC-HEALING HEARTS 

Combine the healing element of nature with activities that provide an outlet for the expression of 

your grief. This retreat is for any adult (18+) who has lost a loved one such as a partner, friend,  

parent, or child. In addition to sessions led by Kierstan Alton, a holistic pharmacist, Jo Ann  Graves-

Gill, a grief therapist, and Rev. Dr. Paul Rowold, retired ELCA Pastor from Polson, there will be 

time for fellowship, worship, sailing, pottery, yoga, massages, hiking, canoeing, sitting around the 

campfire, and much more. The retreat is September 10-12, 2021 (Fri-Sun) and the cost is $165/

person//Saturday only $125. Scholarships are available and a $75 deposit is due by August 27, 2021.  

For more information or to register please contact the FLBC office at 406-752-6602.  
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Growing in grace, walking by faith, serving in love” 
 

1000 Helena Avenue 

Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 442-6270 

www.helenastjohns.org 

email: saintjohns@helenastjohns.org 

Pastor email: pastor@helenastjohns.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Worship Services  

Sunday 9:30 am 

In-person and online via our Facebook page 

Services uploaded to YouTube 

 

Office Hours 

 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 Monday-Friday 

 
 

 

 

Ministering at  

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Witness to the Gospel   Members of SJLC 

Pastor   Brad Ulgenes 

Organist    Dodie Walsh 

Choir Director        Connie Conley 

Bell Choir Directors    Renee Slocum  

 Christina Tielking 
 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Office Manager Gretchen Mundinger 

Treasurer Karen Hicks 

Financial Secretary Randy Rake 

Missionaries   Anne & Willie Langdji, Cameroon 

 Mark & Marina Dotson, Russia 

Sexton Pat Gober 

Church Council Bing Crosby, President 

 Chad Lee, Vice President 

 Paul Hilchen, Secretary 

 Randy Rake, Darcie Dunlap, Lee Rhodes 

 Vern Grimsrud, Amy Smiedala, Pr. Patricia Harant 
 

St. John’s Social Ministry Outreach Offering  

for July is Habitat for Humanity 


