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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

September 13, 2020-Pentecost 15 
Worship Insert 

 
LITURGY: Chosen People (yellow worship booklet) 

 

PRELUDE: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me” arr. Don Whitman-Allison Elliot, Violin 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray… 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our  

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
  
SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Fairest Lord Jesus”  arr. Don Whitman-Allison Elliot, Violin 
 

WORD 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 

against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached  

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive 

the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his 

brothers also wept fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to 

them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, 

God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no 

fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them.  
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 103:1-13 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

    and all that is within me, 

    bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

    and do not forget all his benefits— 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

    who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, 

    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
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who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

The Lord works vindication 

    and justice for all who are oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, 

    his acts to the people of Israel. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He will not always accuse, 

    nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

    so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 
 
Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some be-

lieve in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 

who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has wel-

comed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that 

they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one 

day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in 

their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, 

eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of 

the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 

the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is 

written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise  

to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 
Matthew 18:21-35 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter beginning with the 21st verse.  

Glory to you, oh Lord.  
 
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, sev-

enty-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand  
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talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 

before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, 

the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, 

came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, 

he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said 

to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 

have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 

over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  

 

Hymn of the Day: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #834 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hide from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!  
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.  
 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.  
 
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 

Sermon: “Psalm 103: The Enormity of God’s Amazing Grace!” 

 

Hymn after Sermon: “We Are A Chosen People of God” (Chosen People Liturgy Booklet) 

 

Postlude: “O Mighty God” arr. Don Whitman-Allison Elliot, Violin 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: for lands that are burning and the firefighters who keep us safe, Nancy 

McCoskery, Ray Beaver, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, Mike Doig, for the families of all who have 

died because of racism, poverty, and Covid-19, for law enforcement, Mary Ann Parvinen, Steve Sar-

stad, Patsy Buckingham, Judith Sterling, Greg Johnson, Luken  

Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, 

Hazel Aasved, Kelly Harris, Chris Waugh, Rosita Moe, Gordy and Nancy Justus, Luke Almas,  

Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Dave Hanson 

(Mildred Twingley’s Son-in-Law), Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who 

are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who 

seek health and wholeness 

  

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Harriet Brown (sister of Erma Polich) , Marilyn Metropoulos, Carol Schnabel (pastor’s cousin),  

Beth Tait, Audrey Anderson, Walter Etzberger (the father of Ela Shields), Mike Blessinger,  

Pete Tyanich, Faye Terrio, Bob Hanson, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Sally Miller, Ada Harlen, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Violet Kerr (Janice Lari-

son’s aunt), Phillip Kerr (Janice Larison’s brother)  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

  

Prayer for Social Justice: Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every  

human heart; that that barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, 

and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Gretchen Mundinger, Piano & Organ 

Teresa Kinley, Banjo 

Jason Slead, Bass 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Janice Larison, Lector 

Shirley Hautzinger, Altar Guild 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts,  

and for live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  

 

PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED 

We are down to 6 prayer shawls in our stash. If you are able to make more and bring them to 

church it would be greatly appreciated. If you have questions please call the office or speak with 

Shirley Hautzinger.  

 

THANK YOU PASTOR WAYNE! 

Thank you to Pr. Wayne for always filling up our oil containers that are used for our altar candles 

and the eternal flame. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN’S 

Pastor Brad will be serving the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month at the end of wor-

ship as you exit the building as well as hosting “drive-through” communion that day following our 

worship service.   

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY: CHANGE OF DAY! 

The Virtual Bible Study has moved to Monday nights.  We have one more lesson on Mark (which 

have been excellent).  Moving to Matthew which also has four lessons. Join us, let Bing and Mary 

know in order to send you a link. bingcroz@yahoo.com  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER 

The Social Ministry special offering for September will be ELCA World Hunger. Pastor Jessie 

Obrecht from Fairfield will be guest preaching at St. Johns on Sunday, September 20th, as the Mon-

tana Synod ELCA World Hunger coordinator and she will be available to answer any questions you 

may have. Please send in your offerings or place your offerings in the pew envelopes and check the 

social ministry box.  

 

 

mailto:bingcroz@yahoo.com

