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GIVING THANKS FOR THE PAST, REJOICING IN THE PRESENT, BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

We will be celebrating our 125+1 Anniversary the weekend of November 6-7 here at St. John’s. Saturday we’ll be 

feasting, Sunday we’ll be praising! Our Sunday worship will be a festive one featuring “3 B’s-Bells, Bishop and 

Brass.” The South Hills Brass will be here as will the St. John’s Bells and Choir, and Bishop Laurie. It is also All 

Saints Sunday when we give thanks to those saints who have before us, especially those who have sacrificed for the 

sake of Christ’s mission here at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran. We are indebted to those pioneers like Rev. Peter 

Fair who in 1885 with a few Scandinavian saints sacrificed during those early lean years to start a church and built 

the first church in 1904. St. John’s members sacrificed during those tough years during the depression and two world 

wars and in 1950 built our present beautiful sanctuary. We give thanks to God for all the faithful who have given 

their heart and soul to Christ’s ministry here. We stand on the shoulders of many faithful who have gone before us. 

We are inspired by their dedication. 
 
These past two years have been challenging ones including the worldwide COVID pandemic, the contentious presi-

dential election, Black Lives Matter and Capital Protests, and the divisive political landscape. Historians will remem-

ber these years for this, but we in the church should think about these years as the “Benevolence Years.” Through 

your faithful gifts our and our generous matching donors, Pastor Neal and Mary Ruedisili, we will be giving a total 

of over $90,800 to ELCA World Hunger, Flathead and Christikon Bible Camps, and the Helena YMCA and YWCA. 

That is amazing! Thanks be to God! We rejoice that so many children, adults and hungry people will be blessed and 

lives changed through our gifts.  During these “Benevolence Years” we have been blessed to nurture the faith and 

life of our members with worship, word and sacrament ministry and reached out to our community and world in so 

many good ways. Thank you for your dedicated service. 
 
Now we are in a time of building for the future, so that future generations can experience the love and grace of God 

through St. John’s ministry. We have invested in new ways of ministry such as streaming our worship service. We 

have worn masks to protect one another in worship. As a result of COVID half of those who attend worship services 

do so online, but this change in attendance has resulted in significant declines in our general fund offerings. Many 

people do not give when they do not attend church. On November 14 we will be having a Stewardship and Pledge 

Sunday and you’ll be receiving a letter about it. We ask 

you to prayerfully pray about your pledge to continue 

building a foundation for the future. At the current time 

25% of our giving comes through our online automated 

giving program called GIVE PLUS. This is an excellent 

way to share your contribution. As we go through these 

weary and stressful times when the future is uncertain, 

Christ through his church gives us peace and courage. 

We are asking you to invest in that which is eternal so the 

peace and love of Christ can continue to be shared now 

and into the new future Christ is preparing for us.   
 
In Christ’s love, Pastor Brad Ulgenes  

 

 

 

The Herald 
November 2021 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church~Helena, Montana 

“Growing in grace, walking by faith, serving in love” 

Thanksgiving Eve  

Ecumenical Worship Service 

Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

New Life Lutheran Church, Our Lady of the 

Valley Catholic Church, Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, 

Saint John’s Lutheran Church, Saint Peter’s Episcopal  

Cathedral 
  

Offering will Benefit God’s Love and  

Helena Food Share 
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NEWS AROUND ST. JOHN’S, OUR SYNOD, AND OUR COMMUNITY 
125th (+1) Anniversary Weekend Activities 

Our Anniversary Weekend is around the corner. A reminder that our banquet is on Sat., November 6th at 

5:30 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall. Our dinner is catered by Chili O’Briens. If you are brining an appetizer 

or dessert to share please bring it to the church by 5:15 p.m. A committee is gathering on Friday night at 

5:30 p.m. to help set up and we always welcome more hands on deck to help. A Festival Worship service 

will be on Sun., November 7th at 9:30 a.m. with music provided by The South Hills Brass, The Bells of St. 

John’s, the St. John’s Sanctuary Choir. Bishop Jungling will preach and preside. We give thanks to God 

for 125 years of ministry in Helena and look forward to celebrating with you.  
 
WELCA Fundraiser 

The St. John’s WELCA Unit is joining the churchwide organi-

zation and Equal Exchange to raise funds for AMMPARO, the 

ELCA commitment to accompanying migrant minors. If you 

place an order for fair trade coffee, tea, oil or chocolate before 

November 4 through the St. John’s WELCA Unit or on the 

Equal Exchange Webstore and enter the code WELCA21 during check out, 10% of the proceeds from 

your purchase will be set aside as a donation to Women of the ELCA for AMMPARO. You’ll be working 

for the healing of the church, the society, and the world by benefiting small scale farmers and migrant 

minors. And you can enjoy a cup of fairly traded coffee or tea while you do it. To place your own order 

online or check what is available, check the Equal Exchange website at https://shop.equalexchange.coop. 

Rebekah will be placing an order for the WELCA Unit on Wednesday November 3.  If you are interested 

in joining that order (which may save us a little money on shipping), email your order to 

frenchrj@yahoo.com on or before November 2. 
 
WELCA Unit Update 

Please join us for a short business meeting in the Guild Room on Tuesday, November 9th at 1:00 p.m. We 

will be discussing our plans for the Festival of Angels, which is scheduled for Saturday, December 4, 

2021.  This will be our last business meeting for 2021. We will also be voting for next year’s officers. This 

year’s officers have all agreed to serve for one more year – but we would love to have someone agree to 

serve on the Board and train for becoming an officer in 2023.  (Current President Rebekah French would 

welcome a coup attempt!) Given the rising COVID numbers in Helena, we will not be meeting for Circle in No-

vember or December. But you can enjoy a video companion prepared by the Reverend Sara Olson-Smith for all 

three of her fall Bible studies by going to Gather’s online resources page.   
 
Festival of Angels 

This year’s Festival of Angels is set for Saturday, December 4. Funds raised will go to the St John’s 125th 

Anniversary Benevolence Fund. St. John’s is known for its Scandinavian baked goods and this is your 

chance to learn how to cook these delicacies.   

 Prep Schedule 

   Rosettes: Nov. 11, 12 and 13 from 9 to noon. Questions – talk to Karen Kmet. 

  Krumkake: Nov. 19 and 20 from 11 to 3. Questions – talk to Nora Johnson. 

We will also be selling homemade pies and cakes at the Festival and need candies and cookies of all 

types to include on the mixed plates – always a big seller. Baked goods will be packaged on Friday,  

December 3 between 9 and noon, so please get them to the church before 9 a.m. on Friday.   
 
If you would like to donate crafts, please bring them to the church on Friday before noon, so we can get 

them priced and set out. Starting November 7, there will be sign-up sheets for various volunteer jobs in 

the back of the church.      

 

 

Financial Report 

year-to-date through 9/30/2021 

General Fund Giving:  $166,372  

(excludes bequest) 

General Fund Expenditures:  $187,896 
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THANKOFFERING Sunday-November 21st 

Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among Lutheran women. We give in thanksgiving for bless-

ings received. Our thankofferings support the ongoing ministries of the churchwide women’s organiza-

tion, some of which are listed below: 

1)      many online and printed communications channels (including Gather magazine); 

2)      justice and advocacy work; 

3)      training and development for elected leaders throughout the women’s organization; 

4)      work in support of congregational and synodical women’s organizations; 

5)      the administration of grants and scholarship programs; 

6)      annual and biennial meetings of the synod organization; and  

7)      the triennial convention. 

The women of St. John’s, like many women throughout the ELCA, set aside small amounts at home 

throughout the year and then organize a Thankoffering service with the congregation, celebrating the 

ministries of women in a bold, exciting way.  This year’s Thankoffering service will be held on Sunday, 

November 21st.  If you cannot attend in person and pour your change in the bucket, you can send a 

check to the office. Please include “WELCA Thankoffering” on your envelope and the check’s memo 

line. We will wait until the end of November to count the Thankoffering total and send it to churchwide 

in early December.    
 
November Social Ministry Offering-Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

For over 80 years, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has been a champion for refugees and  

migrants from around the globe. Their history reflects American Lutherans’ deep immigrant roots and 

passionate commitment to welcoming newcomers, especially those who are most in need. They help  

ensure that refugees and migrants are protected, embraced and empowered in a world of just and  

welcoming communities. Please send in your donations or place them in the pew offering envelopes and 

check the Social Ministry box.  

Congrats to our First Communion and First Bible Kids 
Allie Tetrault, Norah Eckdahl, and Ben Mundinger-Adsay  

received their First Bible and First Communion on 10/31/21!  
 

Youth Mini-Mission #1 
Thanks to the youth and friends that joined us on October 21st for our first 

Mini-Mission. We cranked out the cards and the cookies and had a great time. 
 
Youth Mini-Mission #2 
Autumn Keller’s Thrivent office is pleased to be partnering with the youth at St. John’s for our Mini-
Mission #2…. blessing Bob’s Pantry families with “Baskets of Blessings” for Thanksgiving. We will work 
together to gather, purchase and assemble all of the items needed for a festive Thanksgiving dinner for 
up to 20 families! It’s going to be epic!  We are still working out the final details but save November 19th 
and/or 20th on your calendars NOW for a packing party at church. We are looking forward to participat-
ing in this hands-on Thrivent Communities program as we make an impact on our local Bob’s Pantry 
teens and their families. Thank you to Autumn and Thrivent for their generous support as we come  
together to put purpose into action.  
 
VBS Day Camp 2022! 
We have our dates for VBS with FLBC for 2022! Save June 20-25th on your calendars now! 
 
Camp at FLBC 
FLBC has their 2022 Summer Camp info up on their website at flbc.net. Start planning for camp now. 
We have $75 camperships available for every kid who attends. If you need help paying for camp 
PLEASE let us know. We have the funds and don’t want you to miss out. Gretchen will be teaching up at 
FLBC the week of June 26th if you want to tag along.  
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Growing in grace, walking by faith, serving in love” 
 

1000 Helena Avenue 

Helena, MT 59601 

(406) 442-6270 

www.helenastjohns.org 

email: saintjohns@helenastjohns.org 

Pastor email: pastor@helenastjohns.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Worship Services  

Sunday 9:30 am 

In-person and online via our Facebook page 

Services uploaded to YouTube 

 

Midweek Connection  

Worship w/Holy Communion 6:30 pm 

Study for All Ages 7:00 pm 

 

Office Hours 

 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 Monday-Friday 

 

 

 

Ministering at  

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Witness to the Gospel Members of SJLC 

Pastor   Brad Ulgenes 

Organist    Dodie Walsh 

Choir Director        Connie Conley 

Bell Choir Directors    Renee Slocum  

 Christina Tielking 
 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

Office Manager Gretchen Mundinger 

Audio and Video Angela Conley 

Treasurer Karen Hicks 

Financial Secretary Randy Rake 

Missionaries   Anne & Willie Langdji, Cameroon 

 unnamed for security reasons 

Sexton Pat Gober 

Church Council Bing Crosby, President 

 Chad Lee, Vice President 

 Paul Hilchen, Secretary 

 Randy Rake, Darcie Dunlap, Lee Rhodes 

 Vern Grimsrud, Amy Smiedala, Pr. Patricia Harant 
 

St. John’s Social Ministry Outreach Offering  

for November is Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 


