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SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

July 19, 2020-Pentecost 7 
**Please respond with the words in bold print.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE: Favorite Hymn Sing 
 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  

Amen.  
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have neglected to nurture the new growth you cause to sprout among us. 

We have failed to protect those tender and vulnerable in faith  

from the choking weeds of our indifference and inflexibility. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, rededicate us, and compel us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Please join in on the refrain and singing the responses in the verses with the cantor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray...faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and  

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  
  
SPECIAL MUSIC: “The Water is Wide” arr. Ron Harris, Elizabeth Burke-flute 
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WORD 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the 

last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth 

before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not 

fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any 

god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 
Psalm 86:11-17 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 

    that I may walk in your truth; 

    give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

    and I will glorify your name forever. 

13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

14 O God, the insolent rise up against me; 

    a band of ruffians seeks my life, 

    and they do not set you before them. 

15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 

    give your strength to your servant; 

    save the child of your serving girl. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

    so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 

    because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

 

Romans 8:12-25 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if you 

live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 

will live.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!  Father!”  

it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 

heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be  

glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the  

children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one 

who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will ob-

tain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groan-

ing in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we 

do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter beginning with the 1st verse.  

Glory to you, oh Lord.  

 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 

sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 

appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 

sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy 

has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, 

‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them 

grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 

and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” Then he left the 

crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the para-

ble of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 

children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 

at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom 

all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER” #681 verses 1-2 

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand, 

who sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.  

 

Refrain: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 

    We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.  

 

You only are the maker of all things near and far. 

You paint the wayside flower, you light the evening star. 

The winds and waves obey you, by you the birds are fed; 

much more to us, your children, you give our daily bread.  

(Refrain) 

 

MESSAGE: “Weeds and Seeds and God’s True Greens.”  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER” #681 verse 3 

We thank you, our creator, for all things bright and good, 

the seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.  

No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts, 

but what you most would treasure—our humble, thankful hearts.  

 

Refrain: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 

    We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.  

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you.  

Share a sign of peace or pray for peace. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion will be served as you leave today through the front doors.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May God, whose power working in us  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,  

grant you the gifts of faith and hope.  

Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN (found on the next page)  
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SENDING HYMN 

Congregation sings the refrain, cantor sings a verse, congregation sings the refrain again 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

All of God’s beautiful children said… 

Amen! 

 

POSTLUDE: “For the Beauty of the Earth” Elizabeth Burke-flute 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

In our prayers this week: for the families of all who have died because of racism, poverty, and 

Covid-19, Mary Ann Parvinen, for the Lutheran Church in Madagascar as they mourn the death of 

their Presiding Bishop from Covid 19, Steve Sarstad, Mark and Marina Dotson, Patsy Buckingham, 

Judith Sterling, Greg Johnson, healing for Henry, healing for Max, Luken Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, 

Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Georgine Larson, John Shields, Hazel Aasved, Kelly Har-

ris, Chris Waugh, Rosita Moe, Gordy and Nancy Justus, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina 

Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Beth Tait, Holly Morgan-Fitterer, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Dave Han-

son (Mildred Twingley’s Son-in-Law), Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those 

who are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all 

who seek health and wholeness 

  

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Audrey Anderson, Walter Etzberger (the father of Ela Shields), Mike Blessinger, Sharon Eng, the 

mother of Mark Raymond, Pete Tyanich, Faye Terrio, Bob Hanson, and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Marilyn Metropolis, Esther Fuehrer, 

Sally Miller, Ada Harlen, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Doris Crider, Violet Kerr (Janice  

Larison’s aunt), Phillip Kerr (Janice Larison’s brother)  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

  

Prayer for Social Justice: Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every  

human heart; that that barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, 

and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, preaching 

Dodie Walsh, Organist 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Cliff Roessner, Lector 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

Keep checking our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information, for inspiring posts, and for 

live devotions on Wednesday at noon.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN’S 

Pastor Brad will be serving the Lord’s Supper for a trial period in a variety of ways.  

1) If you attend worship on Sundays we will serve communion at the end of the service as you 

leave through the red doors. If you are streaming with us you can also prepare your bread and 

wine at home and have communion as Pastor says the words of institution during the service.  

2) You can come by the church for “drive up” communion. Just come through the driveway at the 

front of the church by the big red doors in your car. Pastor will again speak the words of institu-

tion and serve you. You are also welcome to come by for a blessing and to pick up a devotion 

too. Communion will be served on Sunday following worship from 10:45 am-11:15 am or  

     Thurday from 11:30 am-12:30 pm and 4:30 pm-5:30 pm.  

For questions or comments please contact Pastor Brad at 442-6270 or pastor@helenastjohns.org.  

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY 

Join as for a virtual Bible study on Zoom, Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. from the comfort of your 

home. The study will be led by Bing and Mary Crosby. If interested please email Bing at 

bingcroz@yahoo.com. Bing will help you with access and how to use Zoom. The only requirements 

are a phone, iPad or PC with internet access. The course is from The Great Courses, “Jesus and the 

Gospels”, video lectures led by Professor Luke Timothy Johnson, Emory University. There are 36, 30 

minutes video lectures, followed by questions and discussion.  

 

UPDATES FROM FLBC 

Our staff is eager to welcome you to camp this summer for a family or small group retreat (available 

through August 14th)! Visit https://flbc.net/summer2020/ or contact the FLBC office for more infor-

mation! If you are unable to visit this summer, join us for our FREE Labor Day Weekend Family 

Retreat (September 4-7, 2020)! Come for a relaxing weekend or help camp with work projects. Enjoy 

great food, campfires, fellowship, Bible Study with Pastor Molly & Allen Sasser-Goehner (Immanuel 

LC, Missoula), and much more! Learn more at https://flbc.net/annual-programming/, or contact our 

office at 406-752-6602 or office@flbc.net to register.  

SOCIAL MINSTRY OFFERING FOR JULY  

The Social Ministry Committee has chosen the Helena YWCA as the recipient for special offerings 

and benevolence in July. YWCA Helena strengthens women, children and families to make a better 

community by providing safe and supportive housing and empowering women by exposing them 

to community programs and services.  It also serves the community by promoting justice and digni-

ty for all. Please mark the Social Ministry box on your pew envelope or mail in your offering. Thank 

you!  

 

 

https://flbc.net/summer2020/
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