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St. John’s  
Lutheran Church 
Helena, Montana  
July 25, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude-Favorite Hymn Sing 

 

Featured Favorite Hymn: “Joy To The World” #267-chosen by Peggy Rhodes 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 

let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,  

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,  

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,  

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

the glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 

and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

 the God of manna, the God of miracles, and the God of mercy.  

 Amen.  
 
 Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.  

 Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 God of perfect rest, 

 we have run busily from one activity to another, from one possession to another,  

 and from one love to another. We want to be quiet, but we can’t. We are distracted by the 

 loud messages of the world calling us to buy and to sell, to build and to boast, and we look 

 for a quiet place of rest. The noise of the traffic drowns out our dissatisfaction, and we 

 move from day to day in a whirl of activity designed to climb the success ladder. We are 

 tired and we need to rest. God of perfect rest, be our resting place, and let us sleep safe in 

 your arms.  
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We Hear The Good News  
 Our God, out of love for us, says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

 give you rest.” This promise of God is true. Your sins are forgiven in Jesus name. We can rest 

 because our sin is forgiven and our past is forgotten.  

 Amen.  

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

 Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 And also with you.  

 
Kyrie-Sung Twice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Canticle of Praise: “Praise To The Lord, the Almighty” ELW #856 verses 1 and 3 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,  

joining in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.  

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

if with his love he befriend you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

 O God, you have placed with the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a 

 hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and 

 share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
 

 



3 

Special Music: “Day by Day” by Schwartz-Connie Conley, Mezzo-Soprano 

 

2 Kings 4:42-44 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves 

of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” But 

his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people 

and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, 

they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.   

 God is still speaking.  

 Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 145:10-18 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 

    and all your faithful shall bless you. 

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 

    and tell of your power, 

to make known to all people your  mighty deeds, 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words, 

    and gracious in all his deeds. 

The Lord upholds all who are falling, 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 

You open your hand, 

    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is just in all his ways, 

    and kind in all his doings. 

The Lord is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family  in heaven and on earth 

takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 God is still speaking. 

 Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation-Congregation is invited to sing the refrain and the cantor will sing a verse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading 

 The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter beginning with the 1st verse.  

 Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
John 6:1-21 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 

A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus 

went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the 

Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread 

for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 

him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; 

so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given 

thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they want-

ed. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that noth-

ing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 

those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 

they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” When Jesus realized 

that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the 

mountain by himself. When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea 

became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.  But he 

said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately 

the boat reached the land toward which they were going.  
 
 Response after the gospel: Praise to you, oh Christ.  
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Children’s Time 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Bread of Life from Heaven” #474 verses 1-3 

Refrain: Bread of life from heaven, your blood and body given, 

we eat this bread and drink this cup until you come again.  
 

Break now the bread of Christ’s sacrifice; giving thanks, hungry ones, gather round.  

Eat, all of you, and be satisfied; in Christ’s presence the loaves will abound (refrain) 
 

Seek not the food that will pass away; set your hearts on the food that endures.  

Come, learn the true and the living way, that the fullness of life may be yours. (refrain) 
 

Love as the one who, in love for you, gave himself for the life of the world.  

Come to the one who is food for you, that your hunger and thirst be no more.  

 

Sermon: “Little Becomes Much-Ordinary People” 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Bread of Life from Heaven” #474 verses 4-5 

Refrain: Bread of life from heaven, your blood and body given, 

we eat this bread and drink this cup until you come again.  
 

Dwell in the one who now dwells in you; make your home in the lifegiving Word.  

Know only Christ, Holy One of God, and believe in the truth you have heard. (refrain) 
 

Drink of this cup and declare his death; eat this bread and believe Easter morn;  

trust his return and, with ev’ry breath, praise the one in whom you are reborn. (refrain) 

 

Apostles Creed 

 I believe in a great God who created the world in power and love and whose  

character is reflected in all of creation.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man. His life, His teachings,  

His miracles, His death and His resurrection combine to provide true forgiveness of sin and life 

for all eternity. His strength bolsters my weakness, His love covers my failures and His sacrifice  

forgives my sin. I trust Him as a friend and brother, a Savior and Lord.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, God at work in and among us, I believe that God is present 

and active in today’s world and that I can know some of the joy of heaven right now. I believe 

that the church of Christ is the people of God and that in prayer, the sacraments, and the  

fellowship of the church we can experience true meaning and everlasting love in our lives.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
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Sharing of the Peace  

 As Christ welcomed everyone, let us open our hearts and lives  

 and be like Christ to everyone we meet. The peace of the Lord be with you, 

 And also with you.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Words of Institution 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

 come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our   

 daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
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Invitation 

 Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!  
(Those at home...take and eat, this is the body and blood of Christ given for you. We celebrate open communion and all who 

are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of Christ in communion. Those who prefer not to com-

mune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available at the center 

station.. Please space yourselves out as you come up and cleanse your hands with sanitizer before communing.)  

 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” #471 

Let us break bread together on our knees; 

let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me.  

 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

let us drink wine together on our knees. (refrain) 

 

Let us praise God together on our knees; 

let us praise God together on our knees. (refrain) 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 

 have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  

 In your name we pray. Amen.  
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Announcements  

 

Blessing 

 The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,  

 + be upon you now and forever.  

 Amen.  

 

Sending Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” #674 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy:  

bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.  

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express.  

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Dismissal 

 Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 

 Thanks be to God.  

 And all God’s children said... 

 AMEN!  

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Presiding & Presiding 

Dodie Walsh, Organ 

Connie Conley, Choir Director & Cantor 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

John Mundinger, Lector 

Elaine Ulgenes, Rebekah French 

Betty Olaf, Ramey Rogness 

Communion Servers 

Noma Middlestead and Laura Nachtsheim, 

Altar Guild 
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In our prayers this week: Marlys Mattfeldt, Taryn Massa, Brooklyn Skinner, Jim & Tina,  

The Crosby family, The family of Pr. Randy Olson, John Ogren, Bruce Gottwig, Lloyd Norby 

(Pastor’s uncle), Georgine Larson, Mary Lou Hadley, Anne Hilchen, Betty Dotson, Tom Morrow, 

Ron Adams, Rueben, Vickie Alpiner, Emma Rose Plute, Matt Annen, Lindsay Annen, Patsy Buck-

ingham, Greg Johnson, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Rosita Moe, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, 

Chris Gibbs, Randy Holmes, Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are 

alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who 

seek health and  

wholeness 
 
On the occasion of their baptism: Hadley Joyce Purcell and Lincoln James Norby 
 
On the occasion of their wedding: Que Twoteeth and Isabella Slocum 
 
For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Janice Mosness, Robert Nash, Ray Middlestead, Michael Doig, Sharon Petitt, Doris Crider,  

and all the Saints in heaven 
  
For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer,  

Marge Mihelish, Georgine Larson, Tom Morrow 
  
Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

   Unnamed for security reasons 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

WORSHIP HELPERS NEEDED 

New sign-up sheets are in the narthex for greeters, lectors, and communion servers. These are very 

simple jobs that greatly enhance our worship every week. We are always in need of volunteers to 

help so please sign-up today!  

 

JULY SOCIAL MINISTRY CAUSE-HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

The Social Ministry Committee has chosen Habitat for Humanity to receive our benevolence and 

special offerings for July. The money will be donated to the Helena Area Habitat for Humanity, 

which is part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian principles that seeks 

to put God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope. Helena Area Habitat for 

Humanity is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide through con-

structing, rehabilitating and preserving homes; by advocating for fair and just housing policies; and 

by providing training and access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions.  

Habitat for Humanity was founded on the conviction that every man, woman and child should 

have a simple, durable place to live in dignity and safety, and that decent shelter in decent commu-

nities should be a matter of conscience and action for all. Helena Area Habitat for Humanity is tak-

ing on a huge building goal in September and the team is building 4 houses in 10 days right here in 

Helena! Please make your offerings in the offering envelope and check the social ministry 

box.  Thank you for your support of this important ministry. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY ERMA! 

Today we give thanks for Erma Polich on the occasion of her birthday. Join us for cake downstairs 

following the worship service.  
 
125th ANNIVERSARY PLANNING MEETING 

The planning committee will meet following worship today.  
 
MOTHER HUBBARDS CUPBOARD 

We are in need of treats for coffee hour. Thank you!  
 
BRUNCH IN THE BASEMENT-AUGUST 15TH 

Our annual Brunch on the Lawn to benefit Bob’s Pantry at HMS will be on Sunday, August 15th fol-

lowing worship and we will hold it in the Fellowship Hall. Save the date!  
 
SWIM ‘N’ SUDS @ LAST CHANCE SPLASH PARK SATURDAY, AUG. 7TH-5:15PM TO 7:15PM 

Bring your whole family and some friends for a FREE night of fellowship and fun in the water. Our  

Redeemer’s, St. John’s and New Life will have the pool exclusively for these two hours including 

the pool, lazy river, water slides, diving boards, and splash deck. There will be life jackets and lazy 

river tubes available at no additional charge. So, bring your family and friends, a picnic dinner and 

some water or lemonade for an amazing and free night of fun and fellowship! We will be collecting 

soaps for God’s Love and Lutheran World Relief Kits. Bring your hotel shampoos and bar soaps or 

any bars of soap or laundry detergent to help those in need! 
 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND MID YEAR REPORT 

Your generous gifts have been used to help people and organizations in many ways. Thank you for 

making the love and compassion of Christ known to those most vulnerable who come to St. John’s. 

Currently Our Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is in need of funds. Thank you for your prayerful  

consideration and gifts. Pastor Brad 

$1000- Good Samaritan Ministries 

$ 500- God’s Love  

$ 100 – Rental Assistance – Friend of Congregation 

$ 240- Gift Cards for Food- Prescriptions- medicine, 8 visitors and one member 

$ 320 - Motel Rooms – One night stays  

$2160  Total 
 
COMMENTARY BOOKS 

A member of St. John’s has generously donated commentary books and they are free for the taking! 

They are outside of the Fair Chapel and we hope that you enjoy them.  
 
“THE THEOLOGY OF WINE”  BOOK DISCUSSION & FELLOWSHIP TIME  

Do you want to try something new this summer? How about getting together with friends from the 

church for a lively discussion and a glass of wine?  We have a five session discussion fellowship 

time around the book, “The Theology of Wine,” written by a former pastor of the Montana Synod, 

Mark Pederson. The original book is out of print but the author has generously given us permission 

to make copies. The location of the meetings moves each week to a different home. Please contact 

Pastor Brad for more information. The tentative schedule is:  

July 28 Chapter 3 pp 35-42  “Wine and Community” 

August 11  Chapter 4 pp. 43-56 “Wine and Care For Creation” 

August 18  Chapter 5 pp. 57-66 “Wine and Heaven”  
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Join us for a friendly game of all-ages softball! 

Sunday, September 12 at 1:00 p.m. 

Bob Ryan Fields (Corner of Custer and Henderson) 

Our Redeemers—St. John’s—New Life 


