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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HELENA MONTANA 

May 31st, 2020-Petecost & Graduation Sunday 

Setting 8 in the ELW  

Pentecost text by the Churches of the Montana Association of Christians.  
**Please respond with the words in bold print.  

PRELUDE 

 

OPENING HYMN: #399 “O Holy Spirit, Root Of Life” 

O Holy Spirit, root of life, 

creator, cleanser of all thing: 

anoint our wounds, awaken us 

with lustrous movement of your wings.  

 

Eternal vigor, Savior One, 

you free us by your living Word, 

becoming flesh to wear our pain, 

and all creation is restored.  

 

O holy Wisdom,  soaring pow’r, 

encompass us with wings unfurled, 

and carry us, encircling all 

above, below, and through the world.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Enter into God's presence on this Pentecost Sunday and prepare for surprises! 

Like a rush of mighty wind, Spirit fills the room 

Fills us with vision and possibility. 

Fills us with hope and encouragement. 

God is at work in this place 

In us and through us and around us, to be the church for this time and space. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy and Loving God, this Pentecost Sunday, we hear the promise of Christ again to us and to 

the Church: “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be 

my witnesses…” Today, we confess your greatness, your love for us and your church, shown and 

gifted into the world in our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is because of your great love that we may  

humbly confess that while we do try to live faithfully, we often forget to ask for and live into the 

power and wisdom and love pouring forth from the Holy Spirit. Forgive us, Lord. Cleanse us 

from sin by Your Almighty Grace. And fill us with the Holy Spirit.  Give us fresh resolve to start 

again, trusting that the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit to come forth in our lives. For it is in 

Christ’s Name that we pray. Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

On that first Day of Pentecost 2,000 years ago, the Apostle Peter stood before the crowds in Jerusa-

lem to preach. He quoted the prophet Joel saying, “And everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved!” Your sins are forgiven and cleansed. Live out the Christ-life in faith, hope, and 

love.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT   

Today, as we receive the gift of forgiveness and celebrate the coming of the Spirit to Christ’s 

Church, we give thanks to God for the Spirit’s coming even unto us, the Church of today in its  

variety of expressions: 

• Spirit, you are the Life of the Creator, who moves over the waters in creation and calls true Life 

into being. 

• Spirit you are Breath itself, called from the four winds to bring love to earth and holy          

relationship to all. 

• Spirit you are Wind who blows wherever and whenever you will -- unpredictable, uncontrolla-

ble -- tirelessly renewing the face of world and pouring new life into death.  

• Spirit you are the Energy of holy relationship between God and all of God’s creation, gushing 

and frothing into history, blissing out Jesus’ followers so much we can’t help but proclaim 

God’s gospel. 

• Spirit, you are the Empowerment of love that continuously creates the molten core of Christ’s 

Church, empowering the community of Christ by calling and gathering us to live and love to-

gether in Christ’s name.  

• Spirit, you are the Courage of life who fills us, even in times of death, with the willingness 

and the courage to push forward into living Jesus Christ into the world. 

 

Holy Spirit we thank you even as we continue to pray: 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful,  

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirt, seek us and permeate us, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, pray with us and for us, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, counsel us and enlighten us, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, transform us and raise us up, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Holy Spirit, dwell in us and saturate us with your presence so that together we are forever 

equipped to build up the body of Christ and serve God’s common good. Amen 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Spirit of Gentleness” by James K. Manley-St. John’s Quartet 
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WORD 

First Scripture Reading:   The First Christian Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-6, 11b-18, 21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heav-

en there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And 

at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each...hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  
16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17  ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

     that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

          and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

     and your young men shall see visions, 

          and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

          in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

               and they shall prophesy. 
21  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”  

 

Second Scripture Reading  

Paul writes numerous letters to the Church in Corinth. There is not a lot on “oneness” in Spirit in Corinth as 

this is Church weighted down with disagreements and divisions. Paul perhaps builds on Peter’s Pentecost mes-

sage that professing life in Jesus makes people one in God. For all the differences that can get in the way of peo-

ple getting along for the sake of Gospel, in the Spirit there are differences that work together for good. Paul 

writes here how the Spirit gifts people differently so that people of faith can be one in Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

A:  3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

B:  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

A:  5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 

B: 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them…  

A:  …in everyone. 

B:  7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 

A:   and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 

B:  9to another faith by the same Spirit,  

A:  to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 

B:  10to another the working of miracles, 

A:  to another prophecy, 
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B:  to another the discernment of spirits, 

A:  to another various kinds of tongues, 

B:  to another the interpretation of tongues. 

A:  11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just 

as the Spirit chooses. 

B: 12For just as the body is one and has many members, 

A:  and all the members of the body, though many, 

B:  are one body,  

A: so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body —  

B:  Jews  

A:  Greeks 

B:  slaves  

A:  free …and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter beginning with the 7th verse.  

Glory to you oh Lord.  
 
John 7:37-39   
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let an-

yone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 

said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now he said this about the 

Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not 

yet glorified. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, oh Christ.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: $#401 “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”  

Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew. 

It’s your leading that we’re needing, help us to follow you.  
 
Refrain:  

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 
Come to teach us, come to nourish those who believe in Christ. 

Bless the faithful, may they flourish, strengthened by grace unpriced. 

(Refrain) 
 
Guide our thinking and our speaking done in your holy name.  

Motivate all in their seeking, freeing from guilt and shame.  

(Refrain) 

 

125th ANNIVERSARY VIDEO: “The Good Shepherd”  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Not mere knowledge, but discernment, nor rootless liberty; 

turn disquiet to contentment doubt into certainty.  
 
Refrain:  

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 
Keep us fervent in our witness, unswayed by earth’s allure. 

Ever grant us zealous fitness, which you alone assure.  

(Refrain) 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH-THE THIRD ARTICLE OF THE CREED 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or 

come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with 

his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one   

common, true faith. Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead 

and will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.  
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PENTECOST PRAYERS 

Creator God, we praise you for the prayers and promises of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that 

we might receive the Spirit and become one.  You are in us, and we are in you, that the world might 

recognize your love.  And so we pray: 
 
That the communion of your Holy Trinity would be reflected in our communion: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That your church around the world would offer a unified witness of your saving love: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That we would minister with courage, compassion and generosity: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That the offerings of our tithes, hearts and hands would be blessed for your work: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That divisions of every kind between people would be overcome: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That those who are neglected, oppressed, excluded would be draw into fullness of life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That those weighed down in grief, addition, illness or despair would be lifted up: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

That resentments, tensions, and conflicts would be healed: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit. 

Continue to build us up as the body of Christ in the world, until that day when you will gather up 

all in the fullness of your kingdom; 

Through Christ all glory and honor are yours, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and  

forever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING OF THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
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 Litany for Graduation 

L:  O God of all life:  In their baptism you blessed our sons and daughters with your spirit,  

 promised your aid, and called them into discipleship. For this everlasting blessing,  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  

 

L:  We pray now for those entering new lives after graduation, praising you for their gifts and 

 asking you for your continued blessing. For what you have given and what you shall give,  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  

 

L:   For those graduating into lives of full time employment:  Lead them to work that honors you, 

 benefits the world’s need, and ennobles their own souls. God of daily labor,  

C:  Bless our graduates.  

 

L:  For those continuing their study:  As their knowledge grows, increase also its wise and loving 

 use that they, too, might serve you through their learning. God of all truth and  

 understanding,  

C:  Bless our graduates.  

 

L:  For those who have yet to perceive where life may turn next: Grant them patience with the 

 struggle, hope for the future and confidence that you will guide them well. God of hope,  

C:  Bless our graduates.  

 

L:  Protect our graduates who are younger from any enticement that may tempt and lead them 

 to harm. Keep those who are older from the cynicism and despair that may follow  

 disappointment and failure. Embrace mistakes with repentance and misfortune with  

 restoration, always making clear your word of constant and abundant love. God of mercy,  

C:  Bless our graduates.  

 

L:  Help parents and others who share concern for the dangers and decisions that will be faced 

 beyond their caring eyes. Reassure them where they have done their best and heal their  

 regrets as they entrust their daughters and sons to your care. God of grace,  

C:  Bless our graduates.  

 

L:  We commend our graduating sisters and brothers to you, O God. By your unceasing Spirit, 

 may their baptismal light so shine before others that they may see their good works and  

 glorify you in heaven and on earth.  

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.  

 

DISMISSAL 

In this time of uncertainty and waiting we nevertheless live beneath the outpouring of God’s fiery 

Spirit. Let love guide our actions and let us spread the peace and hope of Christ in all we do and 

say, this special and holy day and always.  

Amen.  

 

Go in peace, live in the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

All of God’s Spirit filled children said… 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching  

Dodie Walsh, Piano 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Lay Leader and Musician 

Gretchen Mundinger, Lay Leader and Musician 

John Mundinger, St. John’s Quartet 

Rebekah French, Lector 
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In our prayers this week: for all those who are suffering from Covid-19 and the healthcare workers 

who are treating them, peace to all during anxious times, help us to remember we are all God’s  

children and heal all that divides us , Patsy Buckingham, Judith Sterling, Ellen Hanpa, Greg  

Johnson, Sandy Volden, healing for Henry, healing for Max, Luken Kestrel, Suzanne Corzine, Jeff 

Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Alex Betz, Pete Tyanich, Georgine Larson, John Shields, Hazel Aasved, 

Kelly Harris, Chris Waugh, Rosita Moe, Gordy and Nancy Justus, Luke Almas, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, 

Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Beth Tait, Holly Morgan-Fitterer, Dustin Michelle, Randy Holmes, Dave 

Hanson (Mildred Twingley’s Son-in-Law), Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for 

those who are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and 

for all who seek health and wholeness 

  

For all of our 2020 graduates: Jarrett Alm, Kylie Hanson, Tyler Tobel, Jonathan Schoof, Parker  

Keller, Alyson Rake, Katharina Slocum, Alan Watne, Carly Smiedala (UM), Dane Warp (Carroll  

College), Josh Barrows (Carnegie Mellon) 

 

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Faye Terrio, Tim Westby, Dorothy Bird, John McCarvel, Bob Hanson, Idell Glass, Michael Carter, 

Patricia Field, Ed Noonan, Robert Anderson, Treva Thoms, Don Magnus, Phil Duncan and all the 

Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Pete Tyanich, Mike Kieckbusch, Donna Anderson, Milo and Hazel Aasved, Marilyn Metropolis,  

Esther Fuehrer, Sally Miller, Ada Harlen, Maury Knutson, Marge Mihelish, Audrey Anderson, Do-

ris Crider, Violet Kerr (Janice Larison’s aunt), Phillip Kerr (Janice Larison’s brother)  

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

 Mark and Marina Dotson in Russia 

  

Pandemic Prayer: Great God, you are an ever-present help in times of trouble, and that’s why we’re praying 

now. We are troubled and we’re worried things are going to get more troubling. This virus is spreading 

around the world: so many are seriously ill, or will be seriously ill, so many health care systems are stretched 

or will be stretched. Be with front line medical workers, give them courage to do their work and keep them 

safe. Be with public health officials as they make decisions for the common good, and politicians as they roll 

those decisions out. Help us to be kind to one another, because anxiety can make us snappy. Help our commu-

nities to be resilient and expansive as we reach out to help all who are isolated and afraid. In these times of 

shutdowns and slowdowns, when travel is restricted or banned, as routines are disrupted and we spend less 

time together or more time together, help us zero in on what is essential. Thank you that love is also conta-

gious and stronger than any virus. You will be with us, and we will be with each other in sickness and in 

health. Amen.  

  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

(Romans 12:12) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

GRADUATION CELEBRATION 

Congrats to the class of 2020. Today we celebrate our High School graduates with a special blessing 

and the gift of a quilt. May you always remember that God is with you every second of your lives 

and that your family at St. John’s will always be cheering for you. Cupcakes are in the narthex and 

we invite you to take one as you leave today.  

 

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled to take place today immediately following 

worship in the sanctuary.  

 

LECTOR SIGN-UP 

We are looking for lectors to read the lessons for us each week. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

Thank you!  

 

QUILTER UPDATE 

Our Quilters have been working behind the scenes to get our quilts and school bags packed up for 

shipment to Lutheran World Relief. Please save the date of July 10th, which is the day the truck is 

currently scheduled to come and pick up the boxes. They could really use some muscles to help 

load the truck. For more information please speak with Linda or Mildred. Thank you!  

God’s Work, Our Hands 

 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY 

Join as for a virtual Bible study on Zoom, Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. from the comfort of your 

Home. The study will be led by Bing and Mary Crosby. If interested please email Bing at 

bingcroz@yahoo.com. Bing will help you with access and how to use Zoom. The only requirements 

are a phone, pad or PC with internet access.  The course is from The Great Courses, “Jesus and the 

Gospels, video lectures led by Professor Luke Timothy Johnson, Emory University. There are 36, 30 

minutes video lectures, followed by questions and discussion.  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY-FLORENCE CRITTENTON 

Now that many non-profits who do such important work in our community are hurting during 

these uncertain times, the social ministry committee feels strongly that we support our local friends 

and neighbors. These are especially challenging times for those that are struggling with mental 

health or substance use challenges, and those that may be homeless or living in unsafe condi-

tions. For the residential families at Florence Crittenton, it is hard to be away from their families and 

their hometowns. Right now, Florence Crittenton is their family and doing everything to ensure 

they are healthy and safe, well cared for, and receiving the services they need to continue moving 

forward and working towards their goals. Please send in your offerings to the church and mark 

“Social Ministry” on your check and/or envelope or mark “Social Ministry” on the pew offering  

envelope and place your offering in the plate by the door.  


