
1 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
November 28, 2021 
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Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn ……………………………………………………….“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” #244 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.  

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.  
 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand.  
 

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.  

Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold.  
 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun, so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free!  
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Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

 who alone does wonders,  

 who lifts up the lowly,  

 who fills the hungry with good things.  

 Amen. 
 
 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.  

 

 Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

 God for whom we wait, 

 in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 

 We fail in believing that your good news is for us.  

 We falter in our call to tend your creation.  

 We find our sense of self in material wealth.  

 We fear those different from ourselves.  

 We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.  

 Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  

 Amen.  

 

 God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

 Through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

 + your sins are forgiven.  

 You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 

 and recipients of divine mercy.  

 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

 Amen.  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Advent Candle Lighting Song 

 Tune: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 Lyrics by Rev. Elana Keppel Levy 

 Week One-Hope 

 

Candles glowing, promise showing the great hope that calms our fear. 

Darkness scatters, worry shatters, Christ will always draw us near. 

Calms our sighing, hears our crying, helps our trying, love undying –  

Christ will always draw us near!  

Christ will always draw us near! 
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Prayer 

 We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

 As we light the first candle on this wreath,  

 rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

 when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

 Enlighten us with your grace, 

 and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 

 Grant this through Christ our Lord,  

 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

 Amen.  

 

Special Music…………………………………………………………………...St. John’s Sanctuary Choir 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” setting by Nancy M. Raabe 

 

Scripture Readings 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Is-

rael and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:  

“The Lord is our righteousness.”  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 25:1-10 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; 

    do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

    teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

Good and upright is the Lord; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
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He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 

of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever 

is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 

abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation: “My Soul In Stillness Waits” 

Refrain: For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is in you.  

(verse sung by cantor) 

Refrain: For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is in you.  

  

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter beginning with the 25th verse.  

 Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Luke 21:25-36 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations con-

fused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 

coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 

stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a  

parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for your-

selves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 

things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on 

guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 

of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 

live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to  

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
 The Word of the Lord.   

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Children’s Message 

Children ages 4-5th grade are invited to attend Sunday School during the remainder of the service. We will 

bring them up for communion and you can pick them up following worship downstairs in the Sunday School 

room.  

 

Hymn of the Day………..…………………………….………”Canticle of the Turning” #723 verses 1-2 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.  

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 

so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.  
 

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,  

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.  

Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,  

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.  (Refrain) 

 

Sermon: “Look up!” 

 

Hymn of the Day………..…………………………….………”Canticle of the Turning” #723 verses 3-4 

From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne.  

The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  
 

Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.  
 

Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.  

This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Prayer Response (Each portion of the prayers ends with these words.) 

 Hear us, O God.   

 Your mercy is great.   

 

Sharing of the Peace  
(...Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19)) 

 The peace of Christ be with you.  

 And also with you.  
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The Great Thanksgiving  

 The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds  

(sung to the tune of Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent):  
 

Holy, holy, holy, holy 

God of power and God of might.  

Heaven and earth declare your glory 

hail hosanna Lord of light.  

Blessed be the coming Savior.  

Hail hosanna Lord most high.  
 
Praying the Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

Communion Distribution  
(Those at home...take and eat, this is the body and blood of Christ given for you. We celebrate open communion and all 

who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of Christ in communion. Those who prefer 

not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Grape juice is available and Gluten Free wafers are 

available at the center station. Please space yourselves out as you come up and cleanse your hands with sanitizer before  

communing.)  
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Hymn During Communion……………………………………….“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #257 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer  

 Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,  

 form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,  

 through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.  
 
Announcements  
 
Benediction (to the tune of “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”)  

 The Lord bless and keep you, look with love upon you, 

 be gracious, and cause His face to shine with peace!  

 Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

 The savior close beside us, God’s love from harm to hide us,  

 The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us evermore! 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

 

In our prayers this week: Marge Prebil, SSGT Andrea Jones, Pastor Patricia Harant, Jean Norby, 

Payan Teeters, Dale Twingley, Cathy Christopherson, Betty Dotson, Richard Bomar, Pam Gurley, 

Brooklyn Skinner, Jim & Tina, Pr. Randy Olson, John Ogren, Bruce Gottwig, Georgine Larson,  

Mary Lou Hadley, Tom Morrow, Rueben, Vickie Alpiner, Emma Rose Plute, Jeff Shirley,  

Jeremy Stockstad, Rosita Moe, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Gina Hultin, Chris Gibbs, Randy Holmes,  

Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are alone, for those who suffer from 

depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who seek health and wholeness 
 
For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Roy Wilson (Karen Doig’s father), Lloyd Norby (Pastor’s uncle), Shirley Herrin, Fern Holshue, 

Taryn Massa, Donna Anderson, Joanne Larsen, Sarah Wilson (Karen Doig’s mother), Roger Redlin, 

Jeannette Mattfeldt, and all the Saints in heaven 
  
For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Wilma Carlson, Mike Kieckbusch, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer, Marge Mihelish, Georgine Larson, 

Tom Morrow 
  
Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

   Missionaries around the world 
 

 

 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes, Preaching & Presiding 

Gretchen Mundinger, Organ & Piano 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah French, Greeters 

Rebekah French, Lector 

Rebekah French, Elaine Ulgenes 

Gordan & Sharon Stockstad 

Communion Servers 

Karen Bryson, Jena Hilchen 

Sharon Russell, Angel Tetrault 

Altar Guild 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

JOHN FLORIDIS CONCERT TO BENEFIT FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER HELENA 

Missoula guitarist and singer-songwriter John Floridis returns to Helena on Tuesday, Dec. 14th at 

7:00 pm, for a contemplative concert of seasonal music to benefit Family Promise of Greater Helena. 

The concert at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church will be limited to 200 in-person attendees and al-

so will be streamed online at https://www.youtube.com/c/StPaulsUnitedMethodistChurchHelena. 

Tickets for the in-person concert are $15 and will be available beginning Dec. 1 at the Myrna Loy 

Center and at Birds and Beasley’s on the Walking Mall. Donations are gratefully accepted from 

viewers who tune in on YouTube at:  familypromisehelena.org 
  
Thanks to everyone who participated in the non-event Comfort Food challenge in September.  

Over $7,000 was raised for Family Promise of Helena! 
 
GIVING TREE FOR FLORENCE CRITTENTON 

Calling all Santa’s helpers! A giving tree with gift tags for mothers and their children from Florence 

Crittenton is located in our narthex. Please take a tag and return it with your gift by Sunday,  

December 12th. Please remember to return the gifts unwrapped.  
 
FESTIVAL OF ANGELS 

This year’s Festival of Angels is set for Saturday, December 4. Funds raised will go to the St John’s 

125th Anniversary Benevolence Fund. Baked goods will be packaged on Friday, December 3  

between 9 and noon, so please get them to the church before 9 a.m. on Friday. Please bring your  

pre-priced handcrafted items to the church before noon on Friday. Posters, sign-up sheets and raffle 

tickets can be found at the table in the back of the church.   
 

QUILTER S.O.S. 

HELP!  The quilters have run out of sheets!  We use any size, color or print of a cotton blend. Please 

no white as the quilts are used for beds, doors, and windows. Thank you for all of your support.   

God’s Work, Our Hands 

Linda & Mildred 
 
2022 PLEDGE CARDS 

Please bring in your pledge cards for 2022 and drop them off in the Stewardship box in the back of 

the church. This helps us to plan our budget for the next year. Thank you!  
 
NOVEMBER SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING: 

LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE SERVICE 

For over 80 years, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has been a champion for refugees and  

migrants from around the globe. Their history reflects American Lutherans’ deep immigrant roots 

and passionate commitment to welcoming newcomers, especially those who are most in need. They 

help ensure that refugees and migrants are protected, embraced and empowered in a world of just 

and welcoming communities. Please send in your donations or place them in the pew offering  

envelopes and check the Social Ministry box.  
 
LESSONS FOR 12/5/21-Advent II 

Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6 

 

 


